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Greetings! My name is Yoshi Ogawa. | serve as the President of the Japanese Society of Alaska. Since | became the
President in October 2010, we held and hosted various events such as Rice Pounding Festival, Annual General Meeting,
Memorial Day Service, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force visit, Ambassador Fujisaki’s visit and the most recent
Japanese Summer Festival just to name a few. In addition, several of the board members helped create and serve on the
board for Japan Relief Fund of Alaska Foundation to continue to help the victims of tsunami and earthquake in March this
year. Thanks to the support of Consul Fujita and his staff, the board members and JSA members, all events were successful.
We are in the process of re-building the Society with the help of the new board members. The Society’s mission is to
“promote friendship among members and to promote friendship between Japan and America through mutual understanding.”
We appreciate your continued support and your input to accomplish the Society’s mission.

Yoshi Ogawa

President

Japanese Society of Alaska
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%k %k *k Overview of the Summer Festival %k *k %k

On Saturday, August 8", we were blessed with a beautiful and sunny day, as the Anchorage mayor, guests, and more than

2,500 people coalesced to enjoy a grand Japanese Summer Festival (Natsumatsuri) at the Sand Lake Elementary School. This
year, the festival was a large-scale Natsumatsuri with a variety of events, which came together with the united forces of the
Japanese Society of Alaska, the Consular Office of Japan, the Japan Relief Fund of Alaska, and Tomonokai. The events of
the Natsumatsuri included watermelon smashing, a fast noodle eating contest, the Tomodachi taiko performance, a song by a
local musician, and a cosplay contest in the court area. Also, Japanese School’s Yakisoba, Japanese Society of Alaska’s
ramune drinks and water, Kansha Restaurants and Ginger’s bento boxes, BBQ, as well as balloon animals were sold at the
festival. The cafeteria’s stage area held bon-dancing, Japanese flower arrangements, traditional tea ceremonies, karate, a
magic show, and many more. The library room consisted of an origami station, a Japanese lute concert, Igo (Game of Go),
traditional Japanese toys on display, and a Skype session with students at school in Japan. The Gymnasium held games of
Tug-of-war, sumo wrestling, a variety of carnival games, a garage sale, and jewelry shops. There was also a wonderful
display of fruit and vegetable sculptures and live, on-the-spot carving.
Those who came to the Natsumatsuri were able to enjoy Japanese food, learn about Japanese culture, and playfully engage in
traditional Japanese games. Men and women of all ages had fun at the Natsumatsuri the entire day. We appreciate the effort
and dedication displayed by the four groups that co-organized this event as they worked for two months to put together this
grand and successful festival. We truly hope that the Natsumatsuri will become a famous event in the years to come.
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%k %k %k Gratitude * k %

Consular Office of Japan ¢ sk %k Thank you for the large donation. Special thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Fujita, Mr. Muraoka, Ms.
Takada, and the staff for dedicating your time to prepare and clean-up the festival. We greatly appreciate it.

Tomonokai %k k¢ * Thank you for your negotiations, preparations and clean-up of the festival, and all of the volunteers.
Special thanks goes to the President of Tomonokai, Mr. Jay Van Alstine.
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Japan Relief Fund of Alaska  * 3 Thank you for your participation and preparation of the festival. We sincerely wish to
express our gratitude to Mr. Alex Musgrove for the poster design and his hard work and dedication towards organizing the
festival.

Japanese Society of Alaska * % s Thank you to former president Mr. Satake and his wife for promoting the garage sale,
Mrs. Emiko Strandberg, Mrs. Fukiko at the reception desk, Mrs. Yuri Upton for selling drinks, Mrs. Shigeko Foster, Mr. and
Mrs. Morozumi, and Mr. Ken Abe for all your help. Special thanks to former president Mr. Ninoyu and his wife, Mrs.
Ninoyu for the bon-dancing and helping clean up until the end. We raised $441.53 from garage sale and $582.81. Total
funds raised were $1024.34 as a result. Thank you for donating items to the garage sale!

Mrs. Carole Anderson k ¢ * All promotional ads on TV, the radio, and the newspaper were able to be undertaken free of
charge thanks to her effort. We greatly appreciate it.
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%k % *k Contributions % %
$1,146.78 was raised by Japan Relief Fund of Alaska.
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% %k k Door Prize Donations % %k
Arctic Frost Jewelry, Cookie Lee Jewelry, Can-Alaska Gifts, Consul of Japan
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% %k %k In-Kind Donation %k 3k

Carnival Games, Canopy and the Stage by PartyWorld, Sumo Wrestling outfits by Tons of Fun Entertainment, Obstacle
Course by National Guard, Additional game prizes and token gifts for dignitaries by JSA, Facility use liability insurance
fee required by ASD by JSA, and special thanks to Dr. Nakazawa and Mrs. Nash of JACL.
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* % % Event Sponsors * * *
Alaska Integrated Media, Party World, Top Shelf Entertainment, 94.7 The End, GCI, Allen & Petersen
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* sk % 2011 Rice Pounding Festival % * sk
This event is scheduled on December 17 (Saturday) at Asian Culture Center at 3p.m. We look forward to seeing you there.
More detailed information will follow.
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% % %k New Japanese Society of Alaska Membership Card % % %

We have decided to issue a new membership card for members of the Japanese Society of Alaska.

The card shows the names of business, though still only a few, that will give a discount as a special privilege to the members,
so please feel free to use it. We intend to increase the number of participating shops.

Also, we are planning to improve the membership card to include the members’ names.
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